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nuclei of parties which, in coalition, provided the governments
of the Republic, were the old centre parties of the Bordeaux
Assembly, Gambetta's Republican Union, and the Socialist
parties temporarily united by Jaures before 1914. Without
exploring the innumerable subtleties of the tiny splinters of
groups which ricochetted throughout the electoral and par-
liamentary history of the Republic, it is possible to trace the
reasons and occasions which kept the Conservative, Republi-
can and Socialist groups from becoming solid parties on the
English or American pattern.1
The main parliamentary Conservative Party of modern
France was the Union Republicaine Democratique—or Republican
Federation, formed in 1903 and led by M. Louis Marin. It
represented Catholic opinion, industrialist and land-owning
interests, and big business in general. It was the spokesman of
the higher bourgeoisie and the new oligarchy in parliament: and
of a spirit of Conservative nationalism in foreign policy. His-
torically it originated as an attempt to introduce stiffer party
discipline and organization among the parties of the Right, and
to serve as the Conservative counterpart to the Radical,
Socialist and Communist parties. It was the heir of the Con-
servative groups which emerged in the eighteen-eighties, accept-
ing the Republic as the form of regime, but opposed to anti-
clerical policies and determined to use parliamentary institu-
tions as the bulwark against Radical change. Though powerful
in the Chamber during the nineteen-twenties, it lost power
during the nineteen-thirties.
The moderate Conservative, or Right-Centre, Party was the
Democratic Alliance, the party of Poincare, Tardieu, Flandin
and Reynaud, formed by Adolphe Carnot in 1901. Liberal in
1 There are many excellent accounts of the political party-
formations, their ideas and social bases; see especially: Andre Sieg-
fried, Tableau des Partis en France (1930); Emmanuel Berl, La Politique
et ks Partis (1932); Roger Soltau, French Parties and Politics (1930);
Albert Thibaudet, Les Idees Politiqws de la France (1932); Fernand
Corcos, Catechisme- des Partis Politiques (1932); L6on Ernest Jacques,
Les Partis Politiques sous la Troisieme Ripublique (1913); Georges Bourgin
et aL: Manuel des Partis Politiques en France (1928).

